AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 10-12 and amend claims 1-9 as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of coating a product, carried on a surface 
of a delivery mechanism, with a coating substance, the method comprising: 

delivering the coating substance to a location above said surface carrying said 
product via an inclined chute down which the coating substance falls under aravitv : 

allowing the coating substance to fall under gravity in the direction of said surface 
from the end of the inclined chute : 

during its fall under qravitv. and substantiallv immediatelv beneath the exit end of 
said inclined chute , subjecting the coating substance to at least one pressurised gas 
stream, whereby the falling coating substance is dispersed, and to an electric field, 
whereby the coating substance is charged. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the coat i ng 
Gubstance is do l ivorod to a locat i on abovo sa i d surfaco carrying said product v i a an 
i nclined chut e and comprising vibrating or shaking the chute to disperse the coating 
substance and to aid transfer of the substance along the chute . 

3. ■ (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 or 2 and compris i ng 
vibrating or shaking tho chut e to disporso tho coating substanc e and to aid transfer of 
th e substance along th e chut e , wherein the pressurized gas stream is subiected to said 
electric field prior to impinging upon the coating substance . 



4. (Currently Amended) A method according to any one of tho proooding 
claims, wh e r e in th e coating substanc e i s subj e ct e d to said at l e ast on e pr e ssur i s e d gas 
str e am and to sa i d el ectr i c fi el d imm e d i ate l y b e n e ath an e x i t e nd of th e chute claim 1, 
wherein the pressurized gas stream impinges upon the coating substance prior to 

subjection to said electric field , 

5. (Currently Amended) A method accord i ng to any ono of c l aims 1 to 1, 
wher e in tho prossurisod gas stream i s subjected to said e l e ctric f i old prior to impinging 
upon th e coating substanc e Apparatus for coating a product carried on a surface of a 
delivery mechanism, with a coating substance, the apparatus comprising: 

an inclined chute for conveying the coating substance to a location above said 
surface carrying said product an exit end of the chute being suitable for siting above 
said surface: 

a gas jet nozzle for location substantially immediately beneath the exit end of the 

chute; 

an electrode attached to or located adjacent to said nozzle: 
a source of pressurized gas and means for coupling said source to said gas jet 
nozzle: and 

means for charging said electrode: 

wherein in use gas elected from said nozzle passes over said electrode and is 
charged, and impinges on the coating substance falling from the exit end of the chute . 
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6. (Currently Amended) A method according to any one of claims 1 to 
whoroin the pr e ssurised gas stream impinges upon tho coat i ng substance prior to 
subj e ct i on to said ele ctr i c f ie ld A pparatus according to claim 5 and comprising means for 
vibrating or shaking the chute . 

7. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for coating a product, carr i ed on a surfac e 
of a de li very mechan i sm, with a coat i ng substance, the apparatus compris i ng: 

a conv e yor for conveying th e coating substanc e to a l ocation above said surfac e 
carrying said product, an exit end of tho conveyor being su i table for sit i ng above said 
surfac e ; 

a gas jet nozzl e for loc a tion substantially b e neath the e xit e nd of tho conveyor; 
an e l e ctrod e attach e d to or located adjac e nt to said nozzl e ; 
a source of pressurized gas and m e ans for coupling said sourc e to said gas j e t 
nozzl e ; and 

m e ans for charging said el e ctrod e ; 

where i n i n use gas e jected from sa i d nozz l e pass e s over said electrod e and is 
charg e d, and i mping e s on the coat i ng substanc e fa lli ng from the e x i t e nd of the 
conv e vo r Apparatus according to claim 5 or 6, wherein in use the gas elected from said 
nozzle passes over said electrode prior to impinging upon the coating substance . 

8. (Currently Amended) Apparatus accord i ng to claim 5, whoroin said 
convoyor is a chute which in uso is i ncl i ned at an angle to tho horizontal A pparatus 
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according to claim 5, wherein in use the gas ejected from said nozzle impinges upon the 
coating substance prior to passing over said electrode . 

9. (Currently Amended) Apparatus accord i ng to claim 6 and comprising 
m e ans for vibrat i ng or shak i ng th e ohute Apparatus for use in coating a product with a 
coating substance, the apparatus comprising: 

a gas or liguid jet nozzle having means for coupling the nozzle to a supply of 
pressurized gas or liguid: 

a nozzle holder to which the jet nozzle can be removablv attached: 

a needle electrode attached to the nozzle holder and means for coupling the 
electrode to a high voltage charging means: and 

the needle electrode being located such that in use when gas or liguid is elected 
from the nozzle the gas or liguid passes through an electric field created bv the 
electrode . 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 
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